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VIETNAMI Z ATION s A VIABLE POLICY 

919. GENERAL W. C. WESTMORELAND, : Chief of Staff,. United States Army, 
describing Vietnamization as a sound and viable policy: 

* i * > * 

• * • ■ 

It is important to emphasize that in Vietnam we 
are not tearing a country apart; we are building a 
nation. The way we go about it is easy to understand. 

As progress is made on the battlefield, there will be 
less for Americans to do in combat. As the South Viet- 
namese grow stronger, we diminish our involvement in pro- 
portion. We call this "Vietnamization." We -look for- 
ward to the day when Vietnamization will be total; 
when that will be, we cannot say. 

Vietnamization is well on its way. Already we 
have reduced our presence in Vietnam by 115,500. This 
approach has proved to be a sound and viable policy 
which deserves the support of the American people. 

Yet I am concerned by the protest against those 
who accept the responsibilities of leadership and who 
are doing their utmost to bring about an honorable 
peace. 

1 • ' i 

Outbursts and derision should not be against our 
national policies arrived at through constitutional 
means. In my opinion, if we had more vocal support 

for the President, peace would be nearer at hand. 

• 4 > v * * 4 

No one despises war more than military men who 
have seen it firsthand, who know its real tragedy and 
horror , who •— — like you — — wish- with all their hearts 
that war could be forever banned from the face of the 
earth. And yet, throughout recorded history, after 
every war , the soldier has- been attacked . ... 


Today it would seem thatt the / words "patriotism," 
"the Defense Establishment"/" "law and Order," "draft," 
"obedience," "responsibility" have become odious to 
some. Indeed, in the Free World, many misguided 
people advocate smashing our shields , calling in our 
lookouts, destroying our swords and quenching Our watch 
fires. They advocate this while Outside the bear and 
the tiger watch and wait. 

Sometime ago, one of our leading periodicals said 
that "These are revolutionary times . . . that pro- 
found changes in existing institutions and customs are 

demanded . " 

* JIf * * 
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Now, not all revolutions. are undesirable; not 
all revolutionaries are wicked. But it is up to us 
to sift out that which would threaten our way of life 
and deal with it according to the law of the land. 

No one can undertake this sifting-out process better 
than people like you — people dedicated to preserv- 
ing rather than destroying, people who will not for- 
get the first building blocks of our American democ- 
racy, the Declaration of Independence and the Con- 
stitution. 


' : 

Address at the .7 9th ; Continental Congress , National 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, Constitution Hall, Washington, D. C. , 

20 April 1970. 
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VIETNAMIZATION AND ARMY READINESS 


920. GENERAL W. C. WESTMORELAND, Chief of Staff, United States. Army, 
focusing his remarks on where the Army stands today and where it is 
pointed for the future: 

Our strategy in Vietnam is not an easy one, but 
in light of the present circumstances, in my opinion, 
it is the right choice ... in fact, I believe it 
is the only practical option open to us at this time — 
all factors considered. The progress we have enjoyed 
to date is a tribute to the performance of our com- 
manders and men. They have assumed the task of turn- 
ing over the war to the Vietnamese with the same en- 
thusiasm and professionalism that have characterized 
their performance on the battlefield. But the South 
Vietnamese are to be lauded also for the capability 
they are demonstrating in shouldering an ever-increas- 
ing share of the war burden . 

• * * - \ 

• ■ . « 1 'j f • * » 1 • ^ * ‘ 

• . * *. . / * . « . . l ■ 

****** ** * 


The Army currently maintains about one-half of 
its forces overseas, and one-half of this strength is 
in Vietnam. Because we appropriately continue to pro- 
vide maximum support to our efforts in Vietnam, our 
forces elsewhere have been unable to meet the high 

standards of preparedness we would like. 

• - ■ . , 1 ; \ ' ** . 

But even as our readiness -continues to improve, 
so long as a large portion' of our Army is in Vietnam 
on a one-year tour, we will not achieve a balanced 
picture in spite of our best efforts. 

The pressures of national priorities have chal- 
lenged us to do better with less. i Because of decreas- 
ing budgets, some functions ■ we had considered essen- 
tial in the past will be suspended. We are concen- 
trating on performing fewer functions well rather than 
doing all things at a reduced level of operation. 


For some time our Army has been preparing for the 
inevitable reduction of united States involvement in 
Southeast Asia. As Vietnamization progresses, we are 
redeploying some units." But with smaller budgets, we 
are inactivating other units. In restationing our 
units in tbe United States > our 'principal considera- 
tion is maximum economy. We will consolidate facili- 
ties where practicable to cut operating 'costs. And 


we will close small installations that are not cost 
effective. At the same time > we will not forget that 
the Army must retain the flexibility and the capabil- 
ity to expand rapidly in time of emergency. 

♦ • <* * • • 
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In view of the growing public clamor for more em- 
phasis on our domestic needs, those who are responsible 
for the defense of our country are reappraising our 
defense structure and our commitments. Certain levels 
exist, however, below which we cannot go without either 
reducing our international commitments or accepting 
greater risk. 

To meet our obligations, we need Active forces at 
a high state of readiness complemented by National 
Guardsmen and Reservists who are well trained and ade- 
quately equipped. In the past you have demonstrated 
to all Americans that the maintenance of national se- 
curity is the obligation of every citizen. Though few 
are called, all should be ready. 

With a reduction in the size of our Active forces, 
your role as members of the National Guard and organized 
Reserves will gain in importance. The National Guard 
has recognized the need for increased experience by em- 
phasizing recruitment of personnel with prior service. 
And the Department of Defense also has taken steps to 
increase Reserve Component readiness . . . steps which 
will permit more effective resource distribution among 
all units within our One Army. 

Remarks at the 2 2d Annual Conference, National 

Guard Association of Georgia, Atlanta, Georgia, 

28 February 1970. ■ 
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